ANTE PAVELXTCH                              13!

independence if someone were willing to support them
and pay them wages. But such an army could not be
organized on Jugoslav territory. Even if it escaped the
vigilance of the police it would be denounced by the
Croats themselves. The army must be organized either
in Italy or in Hungary. The Hungarian government
put no difficulty in the way of establishing training camps
for such an army on its territory, near the Jugoslav
frontier.

Pavelitch planned to organize a raiding army on the
Hungarian side of the river Drava, something similar
to the army of Bulgarian bandits which raided Serbian
Macedonia. The Macedonian Revolutionary Com-
mittee was the terror of southern Serbia. When later
it was dissolved it was found to be in possession of over
ten thousand rifles with an immense reserve of bombs
and ammunition. The V.R.M.O. was no amateur
society. If murders, robberies and outrages similar
to those the Bulgarians had organized could be com-
mitted on the northern frontier the authority of the
Jugoslav government would be shaken and there would
be constant encouragement for disorder.

At first, however, nothing more was done than to
appeal to Croat youth and obtain membership for the
secret society. All that members had to do was to
take an oath of obedience. There was nothing to pay,
no membership dues. The ritual of taking the oath was
picturesque, something to appeal to youth. The Croat
flag was spread on a table. On it was placed a knife
and a revolver and on these a cross. The candidate
spread his open right hand on the cross and repeated a
formula : "I swear before God and all that I hold
sacred that I will observe all the laws of this society and
will execute without conditions all that I am ordered
to do by the supreme chief. I will scrupulously preserve
all secrets entrusted to me and will betray nothing, no
matter what it may be. I swear to fight in the Ustasha
army for a free independent Croat state under the